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award  winners 

THE  MICHAEL  L.  PRINTZ  AWARD  
EXCELLENCE  IN  YOUNG  ADULT 
LITERATURE 

FOR 

WINNER 

Dig by A.S. King (Dutton) 

Five estranged cousins are lost in a maze of their family’s tangled secrets. 

HONOR BOOKS 

The Beast Player by Nahoko Uehashi; translated by Cathy Hirano (Henry 
Holt) 

Elin's family has an important responsibility: caring for the fearsome 
water serpents that form the core of their kingdom's army. 

Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me by Mariko Tamaki; illustrated by 
Rosemary Valero-O'Connell (First Second) 

Laura Dean, the most popular girl in high school, was Frederica Riley's 
dream girl: charming, confident, and SO cute. There's just one problem: 
Laura Dean is maybe not the greatest girlfriend. 

Ordinary Hazards by Nikki Grimes (Wordsong) 

In her own voice, acclaimed author and poet Nikki Grimes explores the 
truth of a harrowing childhood in a compelling and moving memoir in 
verse. 

Where the World Ends by Geraldine McCaughrean (Flatiron) 

Every summer Quill and his friends are put ashore on a remote sea stac to 
hunt birds. But this summer, no one arrives to take them home. 

All annotations from publishers' descriptions. 
*Available electronically from Manatee County Libraries 
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sci-fi/fantasy 
Kingdom of Souls by Rena Barron (HarperTeen) 
A girl with no gifts must bargain for the power to fight her own mother' 

We Rule the NIght by Claire Eliza Bartlett (Little, Brown) 
Two  girls  use  forbidden  magic  to  fly  and  fight--for  their  country  and  themselves--in  this  riveting  debut  that 's  part 

s

s bold and lyrical debut is the story of two black gir

  dark  schemes--even  if  the  price  in  her  life.  

Shadow and Bone, part Code Name Verity. 

Pet by Akwaeka Emezi (Make Me a World)* 
The highly-anticipated, genre-defying new novel by award-winning author Akwaeke Emezi that explores themes of 
identity and justice. Pet is here to hunt a monster. Are you brace enough to look? 

Grimoire Noir by Vera Greentea; illustrated by Yana Bogatch (First Second) 
Beautiful, spooky, and utterly enchanting...Grimoire Noir is a charming graphic novel about coming to terms with your 
own flaws and working past them to protect those dear to you. 

Reverie by Ryan La Sala (Sourcebooks Fire) 
Inception meets The Magicians in this wildly imaginative story about what happens when the secret worlds people hide 
within themselves come to light. 

We Set the Dark on Fire by Tehlor Kay Meija (Katherine Tegen) * 
In this daring and romantic fantasy debut perfect for fans of The Handmaid's Tale and Latinx authors Zoraida Cordova 
and Anna-Marie McLemore, society wife-in-training Dani has a great awakening after being recruited by rebel spies and 
falling for her biggest rival. 

Fireborne by Rosaria Munda (Putnam) 
Game of Thrones meets Red Rising in a debut young adult fantasy that's full of rivalry, romance...and dragons. 

The Stars and the Blackness Between Them by Junauda Petrus (Dutton) 
Told in two distinct and irresistible voices, Junauda Petrus' 
very different backgrounds finding love and happiness in a world that seems determined to deny them both

Opposite of Always by Justin A. Reynolds (Katherine Tegen) * 
Debut author Justin A. Reynolds delivers a hilarious and heartfelt novel about the choices we make, the people we 
choose, and the moments that make a life worth reliving. Perfect for fans of Nicola Yoon and John Green. 

These Witches Don't Burn by Isabel Sterling (Razorbill) 
Isabel Sterling's delightful, suspenseful debut is equal parts sweet romance and thrilling mystery. With everything she 
loves on the line, Hannah must confront [a] murderous villain before her cover--and any chance she has with the new 
girl--is destroyed. 

Are You Listening? by Tillie Walden (First Second) 
The graphic novel Are You Listening? is an intimate and emotionally soaring story about friendship, grief, and healing 
from Eisner Award winner Tillie Walden. Bea is on the run. And then, she finds Lou. 

A Treason of Thorns by Laura Weymouth (HarperTeen) 
Dark, gripping, and utterly unique, this atmospheric historical fantasy from critically acclaimed author Laura E. 
Weymouth is perfect for fans of The Hazel Wood and Caravel. 

ls  from 
.  

All annotations from publishers' descriptions. 
*Available electronically from Manatee County Libraries 

http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=597417
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=604765
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=601208
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realistic fiction 
With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo (Quill Tree)* 
From the New York Times bestselling author of the National Book Award-winning title The Poet X comes a dazzling novel in prose about a girl with 
talent, pride, and a drive to feed the soul that keeps her fire burning bright. 

The Revolution of Birdie Randolph by Brandy Cobert (Little, Brown) 
Perfect for fans of Nina LaCour and Nicola Yoon comes a novel about first love and secrets from Stonewall Book Award winner Brandy Colbert. 

The Last True Poets of the Sea by Julia Drake (Little, Brown)* 
From a new voice in YA literature comes an epic, utterly unforgettable contemporary novel about a lost shipwreck, a missing piece of family 
history, and weathering the storms of life. 

Full Disclosure by Camryn Garrett (Knopf) 
The uplifting story of an HIV-positive teen, falling in love and learning to live her truth. 

Unpregnant by Jenni Hendriks (HarperTeen) 
Perfect for fans of Juno and Jennifer E. Smith, Unpregnant is a heartfelt and hysterically funny YA debut about fierce friendship, reproductive 
rights, and the wild road to adulthood. 

Let’s Call it a Doomsday by Katie Henry (Katherine Tegen) 
An engrossing and thoughtful contemporary tale that tackles faith, friendship, family, anxiety, and the potential apocalypse from Katie Henry, 
the acclaimed author of Heretics Anonymous. 

The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali by Sabina Khan (Scholastic)* 
With a welcome mix of humor, heart, and high-stakes drama, Sabina Khan provides a timely and honest portrait of what it's like to grow up 
feeling unwelcome in your own culture. Fight for love. Fight for family. Fight for yourself. 

Light it Up by Kekla Magoon (Henry Holt) 
Told in a series of vignettes from multiple viewpoints, Kekla Magoon's Light It Up is a powerful, layered story about injustice and strength―as 
well as an incredible follow-up to the highly acclaimed novel How It Went Down. 

SLAY by Brittney Morris (Simon Pulse) 
Ready Player One meets The Hate U Give in this dynamite debut novel that follows a fierce teen game developer as she battles a real-life troll 
intent on ruining the Black Panther–inspired video game she created and the safe community it represents for Black gamers. 

The Library of Lost Things by Laura Taylor Namey (Inkyard) 
From the moment she first learned to read, literary genius Darcy Wells has spent most of her time living in the worlds of her books. There, she 
can avoid the crushing reality of her mother’s hoarding and pretend her life is simply ordinary. 

Bloom by Kevin Panetta; illustrated by Savanna Ganucheau (First Second) 
Writer Kevin Panetta and artist Savanna Ganucheau concoct a delicious recipe of intricately illustrated baking scenes and blushing young love, 
in which the choices we make can have terrible consequences, but the people who love us can help us grow. 

Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay (Kokila)* 
A powerful coming-of-age story about grief, guilt, and the risks a Filipino-American teenager takes to uncover the truth about his cousin
murder. 

Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby Rivera (Dial) 
In a summer bursting with queer brown dance parties, a sexy fling with a motorcycling librarian, and intense explorations of race and identity, 
Juliet learns what it means to come out--to the world, to her family, to herself. 

On the Come Up by Angie Thomas (Balzer + Bray)* 
Insightful, unflinching, and full of heart, On the Come Up is an ode to hip hop from one of the most influential literary voices of a generation. 

Frankly in Love by David Yoon (Putnam) 
In this moving debut novel...David Yoon takes on the question of who am I? with a result that is humorous, heartfelt, and ultimately 
unforgettable. 

Rayne and Delilah’s Midnite Matinee by Jeff Zentner 
From the Morris Award-winning author of The Serpent King comes a contemporary novel about two best friends who must make tough decisions 
about their futures--and the TV show they host--in their senior year of high school. 

All annotations from publishers' descriptions. 
*Available electronically from Manatee County Libraries 

http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=584646
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=602162
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=564090
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=597406
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=601401
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historical fiction 
Lovely War by Julie Berry (Viking) 
They are Hazel, James, Aubrey, and Colette. A classical pianist from London, a British would-be 
architect-turned-soldier, a Harlem-born ragtime genius in the U.S. Army, and a Belgian orphan 
with a gorgeous voice and a devastating past. 

Ziggy, Stardust and Me by James Brandon (Putnam) 
In this tender-hearted debut, set against the tumultuous backdrop of life in 1973, when 
homosexuality is still considered a mental illness, two boys defy all the odds and fall in love. 

The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee (Putnam)* 
By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel daughter of one of the 
wealthiest men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a 
newspaper advice column for the genteel Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." 

Like a Love Story by Abdi Nazemian (Balzer + Bray) 
It’s 1989 in New York City, and for three teens, the world is changing...This is a bighearted, 
sprawling epic about friendship and love and the revolutionary act of living life to the fullest in 
the face of impossible odds. 

Girls Like Us by Randi Pink (Feiwel & Friends) 
Four teenage girls. Four different stories. What they all have in common is that they’re dealing 
with unplanned pregnancies...It's the summer of 1972, before Roe v. Wade. 

Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind them All by Laura Ruby (Balzer + Bray) 
From the author of Printz Medal winner Bone Gap comes the unforgettable story of two young 
women—one living, one dead—dealing with loss, desire, and the fragility of the American 
dream during WWII. 

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Black by Marcus Sedgwick and Julian Sedgwick; 
illustrated by Alexis Deacon (Walker Books) 
Harry Black is lost between the world of war and the land of myth in this illustrated novel that 
transports the tale of Orpheus to World War II–era London. 

The Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys (Philomel) 
Madrid, 1957. Under the fascist dictatorship of General Francisco Franco, Spain is hiding a 
dark secret. Meanwhile, tourists and foreign businessmen flood into Spain under the 
welcoming promise of sunshine and wine. 

White Rose by Kip Wilson (Versify) 
A gorgeous and timely novel based on the incredible story of Sophie Scholl, a young German 
college student who challenged the Nazi regime during World War II as part of The White 
Rose, a non-violent resistance group. 

All annotations from publishers' descriptions. 
*Available electronically from Manatee County Libraries 

http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=601447
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nonfiction 
One Person, No Vote (Young Adult Adaptation) by Carol Anderson with Tonya Bolden 
(Bloomsbury) 
In her New York Times bestseller White Rage, Carol Anderson laid bare an insidious history of policies 
that have systematically impeded black progress in America, from 1865 to our combustible present. 
With One Person, No Vote, she chronicles a related history: the rollbacks to African American 
participation in the vote since the 2013 Supreme Court decision that eviscerated the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. 

A Queer History of the United States for Young People adapted by Richie Chevat (Beacon) 
Queer history didn’t start with Stonewall. This book explores how LGBTQ people have always been 
a part of our national identity, contributing to the country and culture for over 400 years. 

Your Brain Needs a Hug by Rae Earl (Imprint) 
Your Brain Needs a Hug is filled with her friendly advice, coping strategies and laugh-out-loud 
moments to get you through the difficult days. Witty, honest, and enlightening, this is the perfect 
read for feeling happier and healthier and learning to navigate life without feeling overwhelmed or 
isolated. 

(Don't) Call me Crazy: 33 Voices Start the Conversation about Mental Health ed. by Kelly 
Jensen (Algonquin) 
To understand mental health, we need to talk openly about it. Because there’s no single definition 
of crazy, there’s no single experience that embodies it, and the word itself means different things— 
wild? extreme? disturbed? passionate?—to different people. 

The (Other) F Word: A Celebration of the Fat & Fierce ed. by Angie Manfredi (Abrams) 
Chubby. Curvy. Fluffy. Plus-size. Thick. Fat. The time has come for fat people to tell their own 
stories. The (Other) F Word combines the voices of Renée Watson, Julie Murphy, Jes Baker, Samantha 
Irby, Bruce Sturgell, and more in a relatable and gift-worthy guide about body image and fat 
acceptance. 

An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States for Young People adapted by Jean 
Mendoza and Debbie Reese (Beacon) 
Spanning more than 400 years, this classic bottom-up history examines the legacy of Indigenous 
peoples’ resistance, resilience, and steadfast fight against imperialism. 

#MeToo: Women Speak Out Against Sexual Assault (New York Times) 
This collection of articles tracks the movement from its start. It looks at the international response 
and inevitable criticism, as well as the future of the movement. 

They Called Us Enemy by George Takei, et al.; illustrated by Harmony Becker (Top Shelf)* 
A stunning graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George Takei's childhood imprisoned 
within American concentration camps during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped an 
American icon -- and America itself -- in this gripping tale of courage, country, loyalty, and love. 

We are Displaced by Malala Yousafzai (Little, Brown) 
In a time of immigration crises, war, and border conflicts, We Are Displaced is an important reminder 
from one of the world's most prominent young activists that every single one of the 68.5 million 
currently displaced is a person -- often a young person -- with hopes and dreams. 

All annotations from publishers' descriptions. 
*Available electronically from Manatee County Libraries 

http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=601983


   
   

 

 
 

 
 

      
 

   
 

  
 

  
  

   
 

    
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

   

  

   
 

 
  

   
  

   
 

    
 

series updates in 2019:
are you caught up? 

Legacy of Grishaverse Three Dark Crowns #4 Folk of the Air #2 and #3 
Orisha #2 Leigh Bardugo Kendare Blake Holly Black* 

Tomi Adeyemi* 

The  Bone  Witch  #3 
Rin  Chupeco* 

Mortal Instruments The Belles #2 Caravel Defy the Stars #3 Shadow of the Fox #2 
Stephanie Garber Claudia Gray Julie Kagawa Cassandra Clare Dhonielle Clayton* 

Gentleman's Guide Legend #4 Shatter Me #5 Reign of the Fallen Blade so Black #2 
#2.5 Marie Lu Tahereh Mafi #2 L.L. McKinney 

Mackenzi Lee Sarah Glenn Marsh 

Renegades  #3 
Marissa  Meyer* 

Shadowshaper #3 Dance of Thieves #2 Book of Dust #2 Arc of a Scythe #3 
Daniel Jose Older Mary E. Pearson* Philip Pullman* Neal Shusterman* 

*Available electronically from Manatee County Libraries 

Imposters  #2 
Scott  Westerfield* 

http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=598691
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=597975
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=597949
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=563762
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=563738
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=598325
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=591260
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=596915
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=598010
http://manatee.polarislibrary.com/view.aspx?cn=601419



